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One of the most common orthodontic problems is a discrepancy that occurs if the 

lower jaw is set back relative to the upper, giving the appearance of goofy or protruding 

upper teeth. With these cases the treatment objective would be to encourage the lower 

jaw to catch up in growth and a functional appliance may help this happen. Functional 

appliances are devices used to correct bad bites and they are mainly used in growing 

patients. They are so-called because you can ‘function’ when they are in your mouth. 

These appliances exploit the muscle actions used when speaking, eating and swallowing 

to produce forces that move the teeth and align the jaws. Invisalign Teen with mandibular 

advancement (for complex cases) offers a simpler, more efficient and patient-friendly 
treatment option than traditional functional appliances to treat goofy teeth and overjets.A veneer is like a false fingernail, it is used to cover the tooth surface in order to mask any defects in 
colour, shape or size. They are not recommended as an alternative to orthodontic treatment because 
they only serve to mask problems and are considered to be invasive. The longevity of a veneer is 
around 10 years and you would need to replace them due to deterioration of the material. To place 
a veneer on a tooth the dentist might have to drill the tooth surface to reduce its overall thickness, 
however this is not necessary in every case. Special care is taken to match the colour and translucency 
of your other teeth for the most natural result.

There are two main types of veneers, porcelain and composite. Porcelain veneers are wafer thin pieces 
of ceramic material that are stuck to the front side of the teeth. Their placement usually involves some 
amount of tooth reduction.

Composite veneers are made from a resin material that is directly applied in layers to the tooth surface 
and then hardened with a high intensity light. A common use of a composite veneer is to correct 
chipping, however persistent tooth chipping may be because of a bad bite, in which case you should 
have orthodontic treatment.

Stage One: 
Consultation and assessment.

Stage Two: 
Special care is taken so the 
veneer matches the colour and 
translucency of your other teeth. 
Some preparation to the tooth 
surface may be required.

Stage Three: 
Your finished smile.
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Before:

The lower jaw is smaller 

than the upper causing an 

adverse profile where the 
top appears to stick out as 

shown in the silhouette.

After:

The jaws have been 

brought into alignment by 

wearing functional braces 

which has corrected the 

profile creating a much 
straighter silhouette. 

new treatment
 for goofy teeth 
and overjets…


